t&Cttkt   At   NEWCASTLE
To his Wife	6, Sydcnham Terrace,1
Netvcastle-on-Tyne
October 23, 1917
... You will have had my little card written on the way
up from the station yesterday. I found tea and after a few
minutes my host: then bath and looking over my notes,
dining and down to the Hall where I had a good audience
—a good bit larger than before: and the lecture seemed to
be a great success, often interrupted by applause. You
will remember that I felt last year W.H.H. did not him-
self care for the lecture, though he spoke of my having
the audience absolutely in my hands after the first two
minutes. This time he greeted me with " I don't think I
have ever heard a more interesting lecture " (or some
such words), and all spoke in the same strain* It is, I
think, as you always say, the best of my lectures. There
is quite a good little paragraph report of it to-day in the
local paper—which he says is very rarely done for these
lectures. Altogether it went well. I shall stick to lecturing.
It seems to be a thing I can do.
. . . Hadow very interesting about what I said in my
lecture (you may remember) as to the unclassical in-
adequacy of books like Imitation, M. Aurelius, Dostoevsky
novels, etc., as giving no fair place to the natural man, the
ordinary contented and happy life of most men and
women, and of the body, etc., that life which, as I said,
the classics touch to a new interest and beauty, while these
rigid spiritualists try in vain to deny and destroy it. He
says he horrified a clerical audience by saying that the
man who first classed together in a common condemnation
the world, the flesh, and the devil, was a medievalist
doing the work of the devil. " God so loved the world "
and " no man ever hated his own flesh" Such things arc
not said of the devil: and what is good as well as bad
ought never to be confused with what is merely evil,
1 Where-he was staying with Sir Henry Hadow (then Principal of Arm-
strong College, Newcastle), and lectured to the University on Don Quixote,

